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November 19, 2020 

Our mission statement: As a community of teachers, families, and students our purpose is to provide opportunities to maximize learning while being 
kind, safe, responsible, and respectful.  Our goal is to foster a culturally rich and inclusive environment to promote a love of learning, a sense of belonging, 
and the skills necessary to become a thoughtful, creative and productive member of one’s community. 

 

 

Mark Your Calendars 
Wednesday, November 25th 
– Friday, November 27th: No 
School, Thanksgiving Recess 

From the Nurse 
As the COVID case numbers have increased in 
Vermont over the past several weeks, all of the 
counties in the state are now red with the 
exception of one county, which is yellow.  As we 
know from our cross state travel maps, we 
cannot visit a county that is red or yellow 
without quarantining upon return.  IF you travel 
to another county within Vermont, you now 
have to quarantine for 14 days when you return. 
 

If you are interested, Governor Scott and his 
COVID-19 team offer press conferences twice 
per week on Tuesday and Friday at 11AM.  The 
conference can be watched on WCAX. 
 

Please remember to fill out your child’s Daily 
Health Screening Ticket out completely 
including temperature.  If you do not have a 
thermometer at home, please let us know.  We 
have oral thermometers available for home use. 
Please read the letter on the following page 
from the State of Vermont. 



Vermont Physician Groups Call on Vermonters to Prioritize their Communities and Protect 
Schools for our Children 

 
MONTPELIER (November 18, 2020) – The American Academy of Pediatrics Vermont Chapter, Vermont Academy of 
Family Physicians and Vermont Medical Society join Governor Scott and the Vermont Department of Health in calling 
on Vermonters to refrain from any social gathering in order to protect and prioritize essential services like schools, 
child care, and health care as we see rates of community transmission of COVID-19 rise.  

The new restriction on multi-household gatherings is based on epidemiology or systematic observations of how the 
virus is spreading in our communities. Since October 1, 71% of cases associated with an outbreak are linked to a 
private party or social gathering. Vermont is not seeing significant transmission in places where prevention policies 
are followed like schools and childcare. That tells us that the prevention policies and mitigation strategies are 
working and effort should be placed on avoiding unnecessary gatherings so that essential services can remain open, 
including keeping kids in schools; adults in jobs; preventing infections; and minimizing deaths. 
 
For families with children, this means cancelling play dates and other social gatherings. However, pods which have 
already been established for education or the care of children are allowable. This includes allowing carpooling for 
education/child care purposes and formal and informal childcare. Safety measures like social distancing, hand 
washing and masking should be followed. The smaller the pod, the better. Activities should prioritize needs over 
wants.  

Avoiding multi-household gatherings achieves two purposes:  
1. It addresses the spaces and situations where we are seeing transmission of COVID-19 in Vermont 
2. It limits activities that exacerbate inequities in favor of activities that address inequities like schools and childcare.  

 
It's been more than two months since K-12 schools reopened and pediatricians would like to thank teachers, school 
nurses, administrators, and all school staff for their incredible work. Our patients tell us that their in-person days at 
school provide structure and routine and the opportunity to interact with their peers and teachers in meaningful 
ways. Many describe improvements in their mental health. Parents are relieved and grateful.  
 
Keeping schools open is crucial because kids need consistent in-person learning. Children and adolescents exist on a 
different timeline than adults. Growth and development is measured in weeks and months. Development is rapid and 
exciting but that also means that when opportunity is missed or delayed, that lost time can be unforgiving for 
children. We saw this in the spring, when school closures led to regression of developmental milestones for our 
children with special health needs who missed out on much-needed services. Educators have been racing against the 
clock too, trying to catch students up and re-engage learners who have fallen behind. There are critical time periods 
for motor and sensory development, for social emotional learning, for academic progress. Kids can't afford to lose 
more time. 
 
We have always known that there would be cases of COVID-19 in schools because schools reflect what is happening 
in the community. We continue to see that schools are not a main driver of transmission in this pandemic. The fact 
that there have been a number of cases where an infectious person has entered the K-12 learning environment and 
has not transmitted the virus highlights the effectiveness of the mitigation strategies we have in place in VT.  But 
keeping schools safe is not the sole responsibility of students, teachers, and staff. Community rates need to be kept 
low. As the days get darker and colder and we enter the holiday season, following the guidelines will be more 
important than ever in order to keep kids in school. This is the responsibility of all Vermonters.  
 
Vermont continues to lead the country in management of COVID-19. We continue to have a very robust and 
phenomenal contact-tracing program to find cases and prevent the spread of the virus. Despite that, we are seeing 
increased cases of COVID-19 and we are certainly not immune. Due to the increased rate of activity in Vermont, the 
Vermont Department of Health has broadened the testing recommendations to include more contacts of cases and 
anyone who has been at a social gathering.  Within the next week or two, additional testing locations and testing 
through self-administered nasal swabs will be available 7 days/week. 
 
Please do your part to keep COVID-19 out of the schools so we can keep our kids in school and our communities 
healthy. 



From the PTO 
 
Thanks to all who were able to join our PTO meeting this past Tuesday!  There was a lot to cover, as 
we have been busy adapting to the times and creating new ways to raise FUN and FUNDS!!  Meeting 
notes will be sent by email to all members, and added to the website and FB group.  Check it out to 
catch up on the latest, and as always please feel free to email anytime, we’d love to hear from you!  
And make sure to mark your calendars for our next zoom meeting on Tuesday, December 15th at 
6PM. 

 
 
“Find a penny, pick it up – all day long you’ll have good luck!” 
And don’t forget to add it to your Ball Bank! 
I know some of you have already figured out the answers to “How many pennies fit inside a tennis 
ball?”… And we are on our way to figuring out “How many pennies fit inside a 5 gallon water jug?”  But 
now I’m beginning to wonder, “How long will it take us to fill the 5 gallon water jug?”  Thanks to 
everyone’s help to get our PENNIES FOR THE PLAYGROUND off the ground! 
 
 
Email: oakgrovepto@wsesdvt.org 
Facebook Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/262245807140085/ 
Website: https://www.oakgroveschoolvt.com/pto 

 

                       It’s Getting Cold… 
 

With the colder weather approaching, please remember to dress your kids 
appropriately.  This could include a jacket, gloves, hat, extra sweatshirt, snow pants, 
boots, and extra socks. 
We are accepting donations for gently used winter outerwear.  Please keep overly 
worn items (items with holes, worn through knees, stained clothes, etc.) at home.  
Items must be bagged and clean and can be dropped off at the front of the school on Mondays or 
Thursdays from 1PM-3PM. 
 

                                            All School Sing 
 

All School Sings Are Back! 
The long-standing tradition of All School Sing is back! We will meet every Wednesday via 
zoom for a virtual All School Sing.  We ask that families sign on from one computer to make 
sure there is room for everyone in the meeting, and that you come prepared to sing as you 

would in person!  I am so excited to get to know you all so much better this way and warm up those 
voices for Wednesday morning. 
 

Even though we had to cancel our PLANTING 
PARTY PART II due to the latest restrictions, 
we were able to offer the alternative for single 
households to help out in shifts.  Bunches of 
thanks to Abbie Morse for showing up to add 
more to our SPRING SURPRISE!  And just in 
time before the cold set in, brrr… 

mailto:oakgrovepto@wsesu.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/262245807140085/
https://www.oakgroveschoolvt.com/pto


Gratitude for the Oak Grove Community! 
There's still a little time to add your message on the Oak Grove Virtual Gratitude Board! 

Here are instructions: 

1) Click this link to go to the Virtual Gratitude Board. 

https://padlet.com/jaimiescanlon/ltb6611o3gep0y4k 

2) Find your child's grade / class. Click the "+ " at the bottom of the column to add your 
message (you may need to scroll down if there are a lot of messages). Messages can be from 
kids and/or their parents/guardians. 

3) Type your message. If you like, add a photo or other media by clicking the 3 dots "..." on the 
bottom right of your message.  

4) Click anywhere on the screen (outside your message) to post! 

 

https://padlet.com/jaimiescanlon/ltb6611o3gep0y4k?fbclid=IwAR2128Hrhl84NL4CFM4R2XShtAA6YHY5nB0Mfygm-rBwJj3uXvkLiJdgQag


 



 

Free Meals to All Children 18 and Younger!! 
Through a program offered by the USDA, the Windham Southeast Supervisory Union is now 
offering FREE MEALS TO ALL CHILDREN 18 AND UNDER! 
All children are able to receive free meals everyday – no matter whether they are attending classes on 
campus, participating in remote learning or not enrolled in school. Meals can be served to children 
directly or picked up by adults caring for children at home. Pick up locations can be found by visiting 
the WSESU website here. 
 

Thanksgiving Meal 
Everyone Eats! Brattleboro has secured funding to provide 1,000 meals for a special holiday 
distribution.  Thanks to help from Brattleboro Savings & Loan and donations from local community 
partners, these meals will be twice the size of a typical Everyone Eats! Brattleboro meal and contain a 
classic Thanksgiving dessert.  The special Thanksgiving meal distribution will take place in parallel 
with the Wednesday, November 25th Everyone Eats! Meal distribution from 4-6PM at 80 Flat Street, 
ensuring that those who need dinner on Wednesday will not go without.  No registration is required; 
simply stop by in your vehicle or on foot and pick up the number of meals you will need for your 
family and/or any neighbors who cannot make it.  We are also able to make a very limited number of 
deliveries for families who have no one to pick up a meal on their behalf.  If you need a meal delivered 
to your home, please visit our order form and request a meal by Friday, November 20th, at the 
Brattleboro Everyone Eats! website: www.brattleboro.com/everyoneats.  If you are unable to access 
the order form or would like help with the registration process for a meal delivery, you may call 817-
888-5125. 

https://www.wsesu.org/covid-19-student-meals.html
https://www.wsesu.org/covid-19-student-meals.html

